
Gdansk, April 29th 2022
Gdansk Helps Refugees from Ukraine

In Gdansk, in the very first days an aid centre for

refugees was opened at 8 Dolna Brama Street, which,

when the number of refugees arriving in the city

decreased, was moved to a centre at 1 Karmelicka

Street in the building of the former Krewetka Cinema.

The centre provides the first and most necessary

assistance, including medical and psychological care. It

also provides information about other help centres and

the most important information about available help and possibilities in the city.

Two halls were prepared, where it was possible to find a

short-term shelter, a place to sleep, a possibility to take

a shower, clean clothes and get a warm meal. Another

shelter for nearly 200 people of different ages was

opened at 23 Wita Stwosza St. There are living quarters

for refugees and full social facilities in the former school

building. There is also a playroom for children, a study

room with a computer lab, a laundry room and

recreation rooms. At the Polsat Plus Arena Gdansk Stadium was located the official

warehouse for gifts and aid for Ukrainians, from which also humanitarian transports to

Ukraine left. There was also a tent set up where refugees could pick up new clothes and

hygiene products.

Since the beginning of the campaign the City of Gdansk in cooperation with the Gdansk

Foundation and representatives of NGOs and

business launched the "Gdańsk Helps Ukraine''

system, and the website

www.ukraina.gdanskpomaga.pl , where you can

get the most important information, financially

support the charity collection, report the need

or willingness to help, find out where you can

receive humanitarian support and where

collections are conducted, and check the

activities for children and adults. The website

operates in four languages: Polish, Ukrainian,

http://www.ukraina.gdanskpomaga.pl


Russian and English. There is also a bilingual hotline from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. providing

support in a variety of areas.

In the whole process of preparing and providing help, volunteers turned out to be extremely

helpful. They took on their shoulder tasks of many aspects, from registering people at the

information centres, serving meals, preparing packages or informing about possibilities in the

city. In total, since the beginning of the action "Gdańsk Helps Ukraine" over 3300 volunteers

have joined it.

In Gdansk schools and kindergartens there are already

over 3 thousands children from Ukraine. Four Gdansk

educational information centres have been set up to

provide current information about available places in

nurseries, kindergartens, primary and secondary schools

in Gdansk. The centres also distribute a welcome package

for children starting their education in Gdańsk schools. In

both primary and secondary schools preparatory units

were established where children and youth had a chance for a quicker introduction to the

Polish education system.

In the case of Gdańsk, despite the fact that a large group of refugees are women and

children, the local labour market will be able to manage at least part of this potential, among

others due to the specific character of the region. Women will probably not have difficulties

in finding employment in sectors related to tourism and catering. They will be able to get

acquainted with job offers i.a. during job fairs organised by Gdańsk and the Gdańsk

Employment Office, which will take place on 12 May.

Recruitment for the Polish language training

organised by the Gdansk Employment Office will

also start soon. Acquiring basic language skills

will make it easier for refugees to find a job in

other sectors such as services, small production

and trade. The demand for staff in these sectors

is also high. Unfortunately in many cases

employers expect minimal knowledge of the

Polish language. Therefore GUP puts great

emphasis on meeting with refugees and

encouraging them to learn Polish. All the time the Service Centre for Foreigners of the

Gdansk Employment Office is operating, where information about job vacancies is provided,

as well as how to arrange the most important living matters. Additionally in the Talent



Development Centre there is the CV Development Point, where refugees are supported in

creating Polish language application documents and in preparing for the recruitment process

for vacancies.


